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Through the grace of God, a personal com-
mitment to excellence, and hard work, she be-
came someone who we all take pride in call-
ing a Houstonian, and who is beloved nation-
wide.

Congresswoman Jordan’s nonstop advo-
cacy for women’s rights and equality helped
propagate the idea that women deserve to be
given equal rights to men, and that women
need to stand up to the male-dominated world,
and assert our own leadership.

In a speech titled A Fundamental Right, by
Congresswoman Jordan at the Planned Par-
enthood Federation of America’s conference in
1990, she exclaimed that a “fundamental right
must not be subjected to a callous calculation
of political winners and losers.”

She explained that many politicians were
deliberately politicizing the debate about the
fundamental right to privacy and reproductive
health.

We still need leaders like Barbara Jordan
and Shirley Chisholm to stand up and fight on
behalf of women for reproductive rights and
the full range of reforms that would create
gender equity. It is because of women like
them that we have made it this far, but the
fight is not over yet.

The politicization surrounding abortion con-
tinues today and has led to new extremes that
have eroded the progress that has been made
up to now.

Just this year, Oklahoma, Idaho, and South
Carolina have effectively banned the proce-
dure, putting thousands of women’s lives at
risk.

It is a central part of our job as Members of
Congress to advocate and fight for women. |
am so honored and proud to be here today
surrounded by so many outstanding and dedi-
cated women who are dedicated to this cause.

| will continue to fight for reproductive rights
for all women and gender equity for women
everywhere.

RECOGNIZING MAJOR GENERAL
BRAD OWENS

HON. JOE WILSON

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Madam
Speaker, | would like to recognize Major Gen-
eral Brad Owens for his more than 37 years
of distinguished service to the United States
Army and South Carolina Army National
Guard (SCARNG).

Major General Owens served as the Assist-
ant Adjutant General for Joint Force Head-
quarters, South Carolina where he worked to
increase the readiness and capabilities of our
military. Major General Owens was the driving
force behind the modernization of SCARNG
facilities by partnering with academic institu-
tions such as The Citadel, USC-Upstate, and
Greenville Tech. His tremendous efforts have
also set the conditions for an Aiken Readiness
Center located on campus of the University of
South Carolina-Aiken.

When the COVID-19 pandemic struck,
Major General Owens served as the des-
ignated Dual-Status Commander for Defense
Support of Civil Authorities where he led the
effort to establish a Unified Command Group
with multiple State Agencies that successfully
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responded to the needs of South Carolina. His
service to the community and the guard will
have an everlasting, positive effect far into the
future.

His tireless work has led to strong relation-
ships with combatant commands worldwide
that increased the SCARNG support to over
sixteen different countries. More notably,
Major General Owens was instrumental in the
SCARNG'’s fruitful partnership with Colombia,
which resulted in his receiving of two decora-
tions, the Faith in the Cause and the Torre de
Castilla medal. His outstanding career is fur-
ther highlighted with his many decorations and
badges such as Combat Action Badge, the
Parachutist Badge, the Air Assault Badge, the
Salvage Diver Badge, the Sapper identification
tab, the Bronze Star Medal, six Meritorious
Service Medals, seven Army Commendation
Medals, and the Engineer Regiment's Silver
de Fleury.

Major General Owens is known throughout
the Aiken community and the state for his
steady leadership and integrity. His notable
service to both his country and community has
made him beloved by those who worked with
him and know him. We cannot thank him
enough for his many decades of service to
both his country and community.

————

RECOGNIZING JAMES SOLOMON
RUSSELL DAY IN THE COMMON-
WEALTH OF VIRGINIA

HON. A. DONALD McEACHIN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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Mr. MCEACHIN. Madam Speaker, | would
like to take this opportunity to celebrate James
Solomon Russell Day in the Commonwealth of
Virginia.

James Solomon Russell was an enormously
important figure in the history of southern Vir-
ginia. He was born into slavery in 1857 and
began his career as a teacher in 1874. By
1879, he began transitioning to ministry, build-
ing his first church and being ordained a dea-
con in 1882. His work included building new
schools and senior housing in addition to in-
creasing the number of African-American
churches in his diocese from none to thirty-
seven. Perhaps his most well-known accom-
plishment is his founding in 1888 and subse-
quent leadership of Saint Paul’'s College. As a
result of his work, thousands of young African
Americans obtained a higher education de-
gree. Particularly important among the alumni
of Saint Paul's College are the many teachers
who went on to educate young people across
the Commonwealth.

James Solomon Russell Day in the Com-
monwealth was first established on March 28,
2020 through a bill in the Virginia State Legis-
lative Session. By introducing this bill, Dele-
gate Roslyn Tyler and Senator Louise Lucas
ensured that James Solomon Russell Day is
celebrated on March 28th in the Common-
wealth for years to come. Through this annual
recognition, we will keep his memory alive and
celebrate his work to better our Common-
wealth.

This year, | want to particularly commend
the Smithsonian Institution’s National Museum
of African American History and Culture Rob-
ert F. Smith Center for the Digitization and
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Curation of African American History for their
work with the James Solomon Russell—Saint
Paul's College Museum and Archives. Rep-
resentatives from the Center have already
travelled to Lawrenceville twice to lend their
expertise on archiving and digitizing the muse-
um’s collection and are planning another trip
this spring. With the experience of the Center,
financial support from the state and federal
government, and the passion of the staff at
the museum, residents of southern Virginia will
be able to access and learn from the history
of James Solomon Russell and Saint Paul’s
College.

———

IN MEMORY OF JOHN HOLLOWAY

HON. RASHIDA TLAIB

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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Ms. TLAIB. Madam Speaker, | would like to
honor the memory of John Holloway, long-time
resident and the City of Highland Park, Michi-
gan’s first African-American police officer.

Born in 1932 in Camp Hill, Alabama, John
Holloway spent his formative years in the
south. He later moved to Michigan at the invi-
tation of his family, where he attended High-
land Park Junior College. In November of
1953, he was drafted into the United States
Army. After leaving the Army in 1955, John re-
turned to Highland Park and was employed by
the United States Postal Service. In 1961, he
enlisted in the Air Force Reserves, stationed
at Selfridge Air Force Base. He was honorably
discharged in June of 1965.

In 1956, John Holloway was hired as a pa-
trolman with the Highland Park Police Depart-
ment as the first African American officer in
the city’s history. During his thirty-eight-year
tenure, Officer Holloway faced many obsta-
cles, including blatant racism. He was one of
the few officers who earned each rank by
passing the civil service exams required for
promotion, rising through the ranks as patrol-
man, corporal, detective, sergeant, lieutenant,
and captain. In 1979, John was appointed as
the city’s first African American Chief of Police
by Mayor Jesse Miller. He continued to serve
until he retired from the department in 1994,
holding the rank of Executive Captain.

John Holloway was an active member of the
Highland Park community. Outside of his pub-
lic service as a police officer, he served on
many civic organizations including as the first
African American president of the Highland
Park Goodfellows, the Highland Park Board of
Education and the Highland Park Community
College Board of Trustees for over 30 years.
He was an active member of the Highland
Park Lions Club and the Association of Re-
tired Highland Park Police and Firemen, where
he served as president until his death. John
Holloway loved spending time with his family
and traveling. He was especially proud of
earning his bachelor’s degree from Mercy Col-
lege of Detroit at the age of 44.

Please join me in in recognizing his many
contributions to Michigan 13th District Strong
as we mourn his loss.
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